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Cultural Implications of Epistemic Terms in the Ancient
Northern Arabic Inscriptions (Selected Models)

Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the epistemic aspects of the ancient
Arab society. Arabic and Islamic sources have reported the prevalence of
illiteracy in the north of the Arabian Peninsula before Islam, claiming that
when Islam appeared in Mecca, there were only seventeen literates, and
this was not only limited to Mecca but it was true all over the country.
From this perspective, was the illiteracy the predominant factor in the
community? . Was the number of literates very small and limited?. On the
other hand, did the Muslim historians mean the Arabic calligraphy that all
of us write it only?. What are the signs or implications of dozens of inscrip-
tions that mentioned male and female literates?. Do disease, doctor, heal-
ing, treatment, wounds, epidemics, days, months, seasons, years and direc-
tions, and numbers indicate to the understanding of the reality and face its
circumstances and learn its tools? Or were they merely expressions?. The
researcher of this study has come up with the findings that illiteracy in
Arabian Peninsula community was not prevalent all over the country,
however, literacy was commonly used by men and women as manifested
by the inscriptions on the rocks across the country to this very day. The
study also reveals that what the Arabic and Islamic sources claimed about
the prevalence of illiteracy does not neccessarily mean the spread of illit-
eracy as far as it means only the people who know the Arabic calligraphy
which was developed from the Nabatean calligraphy during the second

and sixth century AD.
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