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Social Innovation in Yemen: Opportunities and Challenges 

Abdulrahman Dabwan Abdo Abullah (1,*)   

Fatima abdulwahab Abdullah rageh (2)                     

 

Abstract: 

The Yemeni economy is fragile, relying mainly on oil and gas as its sole resource due to the 

severe weakness of its infrastructure and economic institutions. The outbreak of war in 2015 

significantly worsened economic and social conditions, prompting researchers to study the 

Yemeni economy during the war (2014–2024). The aim was to understand the conflict's effects 

on macroeconomic and social indicators and to explore recovery and reconstruction strategies. 

   The study compared two time periods (pre- and post-war) using a descriptive approach 

supported by causal and comparative analyses based on official data and local and international 

reports. The analysis focused on key indicators such as GDP, unemployment, poverty, 

displacement, and inflation to answer a central question: What is the extent of the war's impact 

on the Yemeni economy? What are the economic and social repercussions? What are the potential 

future challenges on the road to reconstruction? 

   The results revealed a significant decline in most economic and social indicators, highlighting 

the vulnerability of the economic structure and posing a threat to the country's stability in the 

near future. The researchers developed a set of findings and recommendations aimed at providing 

realistic, forward-looking solutions on economic and social levels to build a more stable and 

sustainable future. 

Keywords: Yemeni economy, Macroeconomic indicators, Economic and social stability, War 

implications, Future challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(1) Assistant Professor of Economics, College of Administrative and Human Sciences, University of 

Science and Technology, Aden, Yemen 
(1) Master’s Thesis, University of Science and Technology, Aden, Yemen 

* Corresponding Email Address: Ab.dabwan@ust.edu 



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

39 

82025

2015

 

: 

2015

: 

1.  

2.  

3.  

4.  

5.  

 

1. 2015

 

2. 

. 

3.  

 



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 40 

82025

 

20142024

1. 2017"

20152017 55

 70 13.7

66128. 

2. "

"45

20152019 50

 3.5771.950(Al Jazeera Center for Studies, 2019)

3. ""

 47.12015

2018 2.22014 900 2016

(Al Jazeera Center for Studies, 2018). 

4. "

" 34.6

2015532 2010 239 

2015(Yemeni Center for Political 

and Strategic Studies, 2018) 

5. 2022"

  50

 80

(World Bank, 

2022)

6. 2020" 2014

2019. 



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

41 

82025

7. 2021 (Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies).

2024.

2014 

2014

 

 :(GDP) 

201437 (

30

702014

 20144806

70

20141,2001,400

2014

171825

35ILO2014

201470 

 ILO 2014 2014 

2.94

2011

5.920104.3201110



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 42 

82025

121.5

20122014

112011502 2014

2014 

12014

 (GDP) 36

70

13.5

8.10

14

35 

2014

70

14

 

2015. 

2014 

 

 

407090

438200327020102014

Yemen Economic Monitoring Report, 2014

4720031572010

2011340



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

43 

82025

200312020102014

2014

 

70

12142014

30

 

4550

2014

41.6

 (UNIDO – Industrial Profile of Yemen, 2014

2

2530

1214

5

4550

2014

25304550

5

 

2024

201510



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 44 

82025

 

2015

 

541043.23

201418 952024

85954 

22023

4

4.52023

80

2023

600

21520141,650

2024

452024500

2024

 20152025 

320152025

2015215280 

2016300

2017370510

2018410530

2019500600

2020599837

20217501700

20226701200

202314201520

202417502070

20252300 

: (Central Bank of Yemen, 2025)



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

45 

82025

215

20252500

2020

3.2201820232022

20252300

 

5.1

20140.92023

4.7

2023682023

2023 

 

 

80

UNDP202417.3

6 

IMF2023

4  

201420232024

43.2319.8

9.545

3.24.7

5.10.9

20242024



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 46 

82025

43.23201419.82024

449.5

453.2

4.75.1

20140.92024

.

80259201451

2023EIA20241262015

202478

70

45202340

90

3575 

60702021



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

47 

82025

684.2

20141.3202362

85

4002015

20

2022

2014

5

25951

7535

4.21.3 

1624.1 

20232024

259512024

2012620152024

7535

202417.4

4.22024

1.316

24.150

2024 



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 48 

82025

 

2015

 

  

4.5

142024

220. 

  

 

2024821.9492014

7090

8024.1

2.2

202460

2023 64 

 

320224.5

27

50

2.52016 

6

2024

82

4.522

60



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

49 

82025

4.5

UNDP, 2024

82

4.522

60

4.5

 

 178

20249

     ( 88   2025

  

2022

   

 2024

 



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 50 

82025

2022

2022

 

 (FAO, 2023).

   

   32   2024    

   11   19 

2024 

   : 

 60003

 2023

  :

   50   2.1        

  34 (     2024 

7 

88  

3.2 

 

12  

6,000 2030

 

2025IRENA



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

51 

82025

 

2015

1. 2015

 

30 .أ

 

48.670 .ب

 

1718 .ج

2535 

2.942011 .د

5.920104.32011 

1120115.2 .ه

2014

 

2. 

 

2530 .أ

 

1214 .ب

70 

5 .ج

 

 4550 .د

3. 

 



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 52 

82025

43.23201419.82023 .أ

 

         68 .ب

 72     . 

80 .ج

 

400 .د

21520141,6502024 

452024 .ه

500

 

5.120140.92023 .و

 

 4.7202368 .ز

 .ح

. 

4. 

 

80259201451 .أ

202312620152024

78 

75 .ب

3517.4

 

6070 .ج

 

 .د

 .ه

 



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

53 

82025

684.2 .و

20141.3202362

85

4002015 

 .ز

20

 

5. 

 

 .أ

 

4.514 .ب

220 

82 .ج

1.9 492014 

70  .د

90

 

60 .ه

 

34.5 .و

27 

50 .ز

2.5

2016 

6. 

 

1789 .أ

. 

   88 )       .ب

 40    85  . 

 3.2 .ج

12 .د



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 54 

82025

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

. 

6. 

 

7. 

. 

8. 

. 

9. 

10. 

11.    

 

12.       

13. 

 

14. 

 

15. 

 



 

 

https://journals.ust.edu/index.php/JSS 
 

55 

82025

16. 

 

: 

 (Oxfam). (2023). . 

2021). . Sana’a Center for Strategic Studies. 

202020142019. 

21(2)133–158. 

2023). . 

2014). . 

20172015

2017). (3)77–101. 

2019. 15(1)92–117. 

2023). . 

2019). . 

2018). . 

 (ILO). (2014). . 

2014). . 

2014). . 

2011). . 

 (UNICEF). (2022). . 

 



 

 

https://doi.org/10.20428/jss.v31i8.3096 56 

82025

  

Baldwin, D. A. (1985). Economic statecraft. Princeton University Press. 

Ballentine, K., & Sherman, J. (2003). The political economy of armed conflict: Beyond 

greed and grievance. Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

Collier, P., & Hoeffler, A. (2004). Greed and grievance in civil war. Oxford Economic 

Papers, 56(4), 563–595. 

Goodhand, J. (2001). Violent conflict, poverty and chronic poverty. CPRC Working Paper, 

6. 

Hirschman, A. O. (1945). National power and the structure of foreign trade. University of 

California Press. 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). (2014). Republic of Yemen: Selected issues and 

statistical appendix. (IMF Country Report No. 14/xx). IMF. 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). (2023). Yemen: Economic outlook. Retrieved 

from https://www.imf.org 

International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA). (2023). Yemen energy transition 

outlook. IRENA. 

Miller, J. (2007). The black economy and hyperinflation: Lessons from Lebanon. Middle 

East Economic Review. 

Putnam, R. D. (2000). Bowling alone: The collapse and revival of American 

community. Simon & Schuster. 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (2021). Assessing the impact of war 

on development in Yemen.Retrieved from https://www.undp.org 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). (2024). Socio-economic effects of 

conflict in Yemen. UNDP. 

World Bank. (2022). Yemen: Development challenges in a conflict-affected 

state. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

World Bank. (2024). Yemen economic update. Washington, DC: World Bank. 

https://www.imf.org/
https://www.undp.org/

