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Professional development for principals of international schools in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in light of Japanese experience

DR. YOUSEF MOHAMMED ALTHUAINI ¢

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the experience of Japan in the professional development
of international school principals in order to develop a number of proposals that are
useful in developing and raising the professional competence of school leaders of
international schools in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and to achieve this goal, the
researcher used the descriptive curriculum, and benefited from the use of this
curriculum in identifying the experience and collecting information and data that
helped to identify, interpret and identify its reality, and then access some
mechanisms that can contribute to the development of professional development
performance of international school principals in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, The
research has resulted in the most important results due to the presence of some
difficulties facing international education in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia, including
the absence of strategic planning for training systems and programs, and one of the
most prominent recommendations that came out of the study recommends that the
General Department of foreign education at the Ministry prepare a plan for the
development and reform of international schools in the kingdom to solve the
problems and difficulties facing those schools, taking into account modern training
and development methods, and setting up a set of workshops, conferences and
seminars on the topics of leadership development, curriculum design and technology
integration for all principals of international schools in the kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Keywords: professional development - professional competence - school leaders -
international schools - the Japanese experience.

1 Faculty member at the University of Hail, College of Education - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
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